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Ottawa, Canada, 
January 16-17, 1968 

The National Farmers Union welcomes the opportunity of appearing before 
the Royal Commission Investigating the Cost of Farm Machinery and Repair Parts. 
We were among those who urged the Government of Canada to undertake the study 
you are engaged in. 

The NFU is composed of the farm unions in the provinces of British 
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario. Through the NFU, 
provincial unions co-ordinate their thinking and their actions in matters affecting 
farmers that may be defined as national.in nature. The NFU, then, is not a direct 
membership organization, but rather a federation of direct annual dues-paying 
membership organizations. The recent conventions of provincial unions have 
_ resolved to work more closely together for the purpose of bargaining collectively 
for and on behalf of farmers. This is significant at this time as it reflects a 
growing awareness among farmers of their inability as individual entrepreneurs 
to survive in a society dominated by corporate business and industry. Itisa 
recognition by farmers that problems can no longer be regarded regionally nor 
solved regionally, but must be regarded nationally and resolved nationally. 

It is not our intention to duplicate the submissions made to you by provincial 


farm unions, but to complement them. 
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In submissions to the Canadian government through the years, the NFU 
has pointed out the need for a bold approach to farm problems, not ona 
fragmentary basis as each crisis arises, but as a co-ordinated national approach 
that will assure the survival of the industry based on farm family ownership and 
control. 

We regret to say we detect no strong philosophical orientation in government 
policy toward this concept. We express the hope your Commission will give 
careful consideration to the effects of its recommendations on the structure of 
agriculture in Canada, 

The terms of reference given to your commission leave no doubt as to 
the intention of the government of Canada. Clearly the intent was to determine 
the effect on the user of agricultural machinery and to receive recommendations 
60 that Canadian farmers would be placed in the best possible position in respect 
to agricultural machinery. 

In his book, ''Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy", Joseph A.Schumpeter 
describes in Chapter 7 what he calls the process of "creative destruction’ that 
incessantly revolutionizes the economic structure from within. This, he says, 
is the essential fact about capitalism. To observe it, he says we must judge 
its performance over time, and secondly, we cannot look effectively at only one 
phase. ''The usual theorist's paper and government commission's report," he 
says, “usually visualizes how capitalism administers existing structures, 
whereas the relevant problem is how it creates and destroys them. As long 
as this is not recognized, the investigator does a meaningless job. As soon 
as it is recognized, his outlook on capitalist practice and its social results 


changes considerably, "' 
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Dr. Schumpeter continues, ''The firstthing to go is the traditional 
conception...of competition...As soon as quality competition,and sales effort 
are admitted...the price variable is ousted from its dominant position. 
However, it is still competition...methods of production and forms of industrial 
organization in particular, that practically monopolize attention. But in 
capitalist reality as distinguished from its textbook picture, it is not that kind 
of competition which counts (underlining our own), but the competition from the 
new commodity, the new technology, the new source of supply, the new type of 
organization (the largest scale unit of control, for instance)-- competition 
which commands a decisive cost or quality advantage, and which strikes not at 
the margins of the profits and the outputs of the existing firms, but at their 
foundations and their very lives." 

The task given to your commission, then, is not only to investigate and 
recommend on costs, but to determine to what extent farm machinery has 
created and is destroying the structure of agriculture in Canada. 

The terms of reference of your commission are sufficiently broad to 


! 


allow you to enquire into this aspect, in that they state, ...to enquire into 


the costs of farm machinery and repair parts and, in particular, without 
limiting the generality of the foregoing, to consider and report upon... “ 

We urge you to consider carefully whether it is desirable for Canada as 
‘a nation to allow the foundations upon which our rural culture is built to be 
destroyed," 


Generally speaking, up until the recent past, mechanization of farms 


has taken a great deal of the physical labor out of the growing of food. 
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A great deal of labor-saving devices have been developed by the machine 
companies. Early models of tractors took the place of the horse to pull. a 
load. Power take-off from a tractor replaced the principle of eround drive. 
Mechanical planters and harvesters replaced hand labor. Machines took the 
place of people in production. But the basic structure remained. Public 
policies have been designed to assist the farmer to mechanize. 

Let us examine some public policies and compare them with new 
technology: 

1) Farm improvement loans are available for the erection and improvement 
of dairy barns, while Canada permits the manufacture and sale of margarine. 
The question is: What effect is margarine having on the structure of dairying 
in Canada? 

2) Public monies have encouraged the erection of large greenhouses for 
growing fruits and vegetables. New modes of transport have enabled quality 
fresh produce to be moved rapidly from southern areas, which threatens the 
elimination of Canadian greenhouse growers. 

3) Public monies are available for the erection of large-scale hog barns 
and cattle feeding to encourage the use of new technology in breeding, feeding 
and housing. Canadian Wheat Board regulations in respect to price and quota 
have been relaxed, allowing a two-price system for grain in Canada. What is 
the effect of these policies on .. 

a) Western farmers feeding their own grain to their own livestock; 
b) Eastern feeders who purchase feeds at world prices. 
4) Farm improvement loans are available for the purchase of farm 


machinery, including machinery suitable for a small farm. At the same time, 
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machine companies continue to introduce larger machines on the market. 
Appearing before your commission, a spokesman for Ford of Canada said he 
expected the tractor in general use in not too many years will Ma 250 H.P. When 
asked under what circumstances it would be used, the reply was, ''Under the 
very expansive farming conditions of Western Canada, that type of tractor could 
be used effectively.'' Which machine should be used in Western Canada ? 

5) Young people are encouraged to become more highly educated in all 
fields including agriculture where emphasis is placed on "production" and 
efficiency, while our public credit programs exclude those without financial 
backing from entering agricultural production directly. They must seek 
employment in what is becoming known as "agro-business’’. 

We are not suggesting that agriculture needs to be a Static industry, or 
that changes should not come about. We do say that Canada and Canadians 
should determine what we want to emerge "x'' number of years from now and 
work toward the desired goal. We must place emphasis on the things that take 
us there and hold in check the things that take us elsewhere. 

The National Farmers Union sincerely believes that it is imperative that 
the Picaaation of food should not be allowed to pass from the individual to the 
corporation. 

_ New technology is in the process of changing the whole structure of 
agriculture. New methods of processing and marketing, new methods of 
organizing and controlling, notably the chain store, are demanding changes in 
production patterns. New inputs into production such as fertilizers, chemicals, 
machines, etc., and methods of controlling distribution of inputs are demanding 


changing commitments by farmers. The trend is to tie in the production of 
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food with the input side and the marketing side. In some cases the industry 
has entered production directly. 

Farmers! co-operatives are following the same path or a parallel path to 
that taken by the corporate business sector. We see no basic difference in the 
two except the distribution of earnings, or profit, whichever term happens to be 
used. 

J. K. Galbraith, writing in the Atlantic Monthly, comparing publicly owned 
and privately owned industrial enterprise, says, ''So it seems likely that the 
Soviet resolution of the problem of authority in the industrial enterprise is not 
so different from that in the West. Like that of the shareholder in the United 
States or Britain, the authority of the people and party is celebrated in public 
ritual. They are pictured as paramount, as the stockholder is with us. But 
in practice, as with us, extensive and increasing power of final decision is 
vested in the enterprise." 

We suggest that co-operatives are in the same ball park and playing in 
the same league in that authority in co-operatives, in spite of public ritual, 
must also be vested in the enterprise. 

If machine meena on and others are left to their own devices, there is 
little doubt in the minds of farmers that the structure of agriculture will change 
in the foreseeable future from one of individual control and ownership to one 


totally integrated into the corporate sector of our economy. 


» 


Present Structure of Farms 


In its submission to you on March 30, 1967, the Saskatchewan Farmers 


Union said it had not completed compiling the information obtained from a 
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Survey its locals had made. This has been completed and the information made 
available to the National Farmers Union. 

Locals of the Saskatchewan Farmers Union took a questionnaire to all 
farmers in eleven townships in widely separated parts of Saskatchewan. The 
information was coded and analyzed by a computer. The tables to follow give 
a clear indication of the structure of agriculture in Saskatchewan, and an indication 
of sometimes extreme desire of the farmer to remain an independent operator. 

In placing a value on the machines reported on farms surveyed, the SFU 
used the "Official Tractor and Farm Equipment Guide", Spring 1967 edition, and 
compiled by National Farm and Power Equipment Dealers Association, The 
Guide values machines at average resale price in the North American narket, 
not a Saskatchewan or Canadian market. No attempt was made to determine 
the condition of the machine. Some machines and models of other machines were 
not listed in the Guide. In these cases a value was placed on it by the tabulator. 

The source of all tables is the survey conducted by the Saskatchewan 
Farmers Union. 

Table 1 shows the number of respondants who operate selected numbers of 
quarter sections. 


Table 1 
Size of Farms 


No. of 1/4 sec. 


operated 3 3 7 CORE eh aa: 7 8 8+ Total 
Number 15 Waa O48 | 11 | te 22 266 | 
|'Percentage ne: iy yadigrey 5 | e 712. O19: OF 4014.5). 8.310100 | 


For the sake of calculation, we have estimated that those operating more 
than eight quarters to be operating on the average ten quarters. The survey 


represents these operating a total of 1158 quarter-sections. This represents an 


average of 4,353 quarter-sections per respondent or 696.48 acres. 


*y ( 


ia 


{fs of suisnaoitesup s 5 dod: nai ary ‘ent 


a niewad 
; ; a ¢ ¥ , De ae WR ah 
HAWORSIEMREE TO eh LBC boibegen visbiw ni acc 
= 3 54 er co P > ue weer ; { Py ny 
svig Wollol of eoldat edT ,,eivgries ay 


* ea 4 Nt hie } get a ey ea en bay jim Ant a shee: ay eee i 
MHIBOIOI HA ONS .SWwereiens an mi o4 HOLSET ES TO artyao IG ads ion 


Ie. ane 1SY Oy Tis NUaT GO OOPPOU AY Benlameny 
r = © 4 5 vt 
pote ee i’ easy Vie ac wie x4 » yay pigs 
Vie OMS .Ool Gaige . Sheed) teeta uO ore, bow sotoaa'T sia 
' =, 
di} i aN) 
re . \ 
ray) E fe oe aA Be alpy seperti Hele y So re: | 
i HOLS BOR a PG Treinen yore bas eae 
Se dd es gts x 1a: fissy im r i -— 3 ; hae 
Cra Red VES Por rer ts peg ie ee ee eee ssn. eh) eee 
OAT RO AOI Ore CTO Ot a esing sapes e_aneavs i Bend Poa 


SMM YSIab oF shark eew dy uiretia ov 


ABB at Ff ashame oasbanai re 
Sow Shion tarlte lb alebon: baw Bont tos Sri snide salt Ye 
1 . y 


A een pete ik sl a dune ais a “ : . 
RP aaa hehe al a bit t Piors Teepri ee: os ee Cee ebe nf 
Sa Pi fF it ¥ is oho igi. {Cl Guay Bay an Bi Be Rea “HT 


Saws ves eat ye tad 4 sere Pettegrew vis anw ye ey , f 
Weonsiaaeaer arlj V4 ROMO Cote O93 BY eadeliee f 
“a ay 


Tre tanec Sy ae Pees ey Be vs : Ay 
ig axodniun betoslas < ee Lay) ori w alnsbnoge cs Ble Deiat eid aworie : 


i side “6% 
- Pvsnresiine edhe 7 nee i y 
y! ‘ airs eee 
# cayre* “iss os ~~ SIF ony i hs 
maieibiistid en beta ent ee ‘ ; 7 : 7 ne y 
ay 
LBIC'! a y 2 
a ine Oe. SO . é i 
hi) Spe be CE rr eee 
. i 2 Ty ‘. , ? \ €? } eee | 
ih’ ale ie " ay BA hk RL Re | ae a 
37 , : ae. ae an 
Me wud Gah ¢ 2 1 \ ; ie i Gp tf, « 
Lage At 8 8.) |t.) Oe lolst le.st! 


re 


iy . i dix ty 
i syons goltas aye S80} lent beteariies eval ow no iteluols 


% é 


ee . 8 eer at My BP Take -" 
ry Yavaue BdT .ayetieup net ageroys ae, 0 wilavngee, > 


| a8 eine SPO 8 eit Boles iotieup watt io fateh By 
| 29798 BR. 2G 2 to insbaogzen +94 enoi : 


a LM ite iy ‘i \ ji mie, ~~ i ay 5 | 
iia hire @ gic Ae 1 tis save hays, Dhatat ha etal ire ie 


a 

In its Annual Review of 1966, the Saskatchewan Government reports the 
average size farm in Saskatchewan in 1961 to be 686 acres, This survey, then, 
would represent the average size farm in Saskatchewan. 

Table 2 shows the proportion of quarter-sections operated by union members 
and those not members of the union. It can be seen that union members operate 
proportionately more land than those who are not members. 

Table 2 


Proportionate number of quarters operated by SFU members and those 
not members of SFU 


No.of 1/4's 

operated 1 2 3 4, 5 6 7 8 8+ Total 
No.of SFU | 33.3) 56.9) 59,6| 72.3] 56.3) 66.7) 81.8) 66.7, 81.8) 63.2 
Non-members | 66.7! 41.2! 40. 0.4) 27 27.7| 43. : 18,2| 33. 3 18, 2 36,5 
No answer 0 2.0 0 0 | 0 0 0 | 4 
Total (100 1100 oa i00 i100 1100 1100 1100 1100 100 


Table 3 shows the number of respondents who acquired their first quarter 
in selected years, or when the respondent started farming. 
Table 3 


First Quarter Acquired 
Before | 1921 {1931 ,;1941| 1946; 1951 Pegs aces GHsen No 


Year 120 1p 1940 we 195011955 | 1960/ 1964/ 1964 [Ans. | Total 
Number Gah) 1) Simi S( Aan. ea | 8s Ty Sees 
Percentage ate 7 ei 1.31 19.2/13.9/16.2/ 7.9 | 3.0 li. 100 


During the years 1961 to the end of 1966, only 10.9% began farming while 
the previous periods of five years 16.2%, 13.9%, 19.2% and 14.3% of respondents 
began farming. This is an indication of a greater difficulty, or less desire by 


young people to enter the industry. 


Table 4 shows the proportionate number of SFU members and those not 


members who acquired their first quarter in selected years. 
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Table4 
Proportion of SFU Members and Those Not a Member ene Acquired 
Their First Quarter in Selected Years 


Year Before 1921 1931 1941 1946 1951 1956 1961 After No 
Acquired 1920 1930 1940 1945 1950 1955 1960 1964 1964 Ans. Total 


Member SFU... 71.4 64,°7 “76.9 68.4 58.8. 70.3 58.1. 42/9. 37.5 60.07 63,2 
Non-Member 20,0 aster au, eb oLeo al, a 2o0) 421.9 57.1 (62.5: 40700 ono 
No answer 0 Deo OU 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
Total 108 200100) LOO ERO. 100" 100/100 “100s 1000 toe 
Table 4 indicates that SFU membership tends to be higher among those 
who began farming prior to 1960. 
Table 5 shows tae number and precentage of respondents who acquired 


their first and last quarters by selected methods. 


Table 5 


Number and Percentage Who Acquired Their First and Last Quarter 
By Selected Methods 


Cash 
Home- In- and VLA Private 
How acquired stead heritedCash Terms FCC Loan Lease Cther Total 
i | t | { \ 

First quarter 15 36 43 39 44 41 on 1 250 
Percentage 6.0 14.4 |e a Bat sa 17.6 | 16.4 12.4 -4 | 100 
Last quarter 3 bee o9 otir6 | 76. | 35 60 0 249 

Lee | S20... 15.7| 6.4 | m0 Ws Maite | 24.1 0 100 


Percentage 
, Table 5 indicates a greater use made of public finance and leasing, in 
acquiring land, a drop in cash and terms arrangements, while outright cash 
purchase is reasonably constant. 
Table 6 indicates the number of respondents who acquired their last 
quarter in selected years. 
Table 6 


Last Quarter Acquired 
Before 1921-1931- 1941-1946-1951- 1956-1961 After No 


Year 1920 1930 1940 1945 1950 1955 1960 1964 1964 Ans. Total 
Number 2 5 11 113 2s 24 |46 (|77 1/61 6 | 266 
Percentage gia Set Pare Pao’ BMG 9, O17 18 f2ere | 230 ees doe 
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Table 6 demonstrates expansion of farm size in Saskatchewan, in that 
51.8% of respondents acquired their last quarter after 1960 while only 10,9% 
acquired their first quarter during this period. 

Table 7 shows the proportion of union members and those not members 
who acquired their last quarter in selected years, 

Table 7 


Proportion Union Members and Non-Members Who Acquired Their 
Last Quarter in Selected Years 


Year Before 1921- 1931- 1941- 1946- 1951- 1956- 1961-After No 
Acquired 1920 1930 1940 1945 1950 1955 1960 1964 1964 Ans. Total 
| ‘Cia Oh CEE OR Ee 
| | 
SFU Member | 50.0/ 33.3) 72.7) 69.2) 60.9) 54.2) 56.5) 67.5) 67.2; 50.0 63.2 
Non-Member | 50.0) 33.3 27.3) 30.8 39.1] 45.8) 43.5) 32.5] 32.8 50.0) 36.5 
No Answer | . 0 0 0 0 4 


Total 00100 100 100 100100 1100 (100 100 |100 1100 
Table 7 demonstrates that union members are expanding their acreage 
proportionately more than those who are not members. 
Table 8 shows the number of respondents who acquired their first and 


last quarters in selected years. 


Table 8 
Firet and Last Quarter Acquired 


First 1/4 Before 1921- 1931- 1941- 1946- 1951- 1956- 1961- After No 


Acquired 1920 1930 1940 1945 1950 1955 1960 1964 1964 Ans. Total 
Last 1/4 ! | | : | | | | 
before 1920 2 Oo e0 RO Oe: 0 | Tyra 0 0 2 
1920-30 ero ae | 0 0 0: THEO MOD 0 0 3 
1931-40 iad 0. | 10 | 0 | 0.28 F890. Meo 0 Ong (Grd 
~ 1941-45 at 2 | 2 8 0 0 | 0 0 0 0 13 
1946-50 1 1 3 | a) 146 0. Sin0 0 0 0 | 23 
1951-55 1 1 3 5 6 | ae es 0 fy) 0 | 24 
1955-60 ) 4 4 5 4 5 123 0 1 0 | 46 
1961-64 0 veya (50 411 145 110° )15 ) 104, 9a 
After 1964 ) 2 2). Teas & 9 |10 6 1. /Dyees 
No answer 0 0 1 CRI, Meng cael) Sa Oyun. ied 6 
Total TG RS Oy ROT YS oY ETS DW ARS cy ee 5 |266 


It cannot be said that expansion is taking place by a particular age group, 
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but that expansion of acreage is reasonably uniform among age groupings, 
except those who began farming before 1930 (Table 8). 


Table 9 shows the tenure status of respondents. 


Table 9 
Tenure Status of Respondents 

Part 

Owner, 

Part 
Tenure Status Owner Tenant Tenant Total 
Number 150 18 92 | 260 
Percentage 2 gate o 6.9 35.4 100 


Table 10 shows cattle and hog sales by respondents in the years 1964, 1965 
and 1966. 


Table 10 
Cattle and Hog Sales 
Cattle Sales 1964 1965 1966 Hog Sales 1964 1965 1966 
| 
10 or less 92 87 82 10 orless {il 12 19 
11-20 51 52 Ww I 11-20 ie 15 7 
21-30 12 Zu 26 21-30 4 Ve 15 
31-40 13 13 14 31-40 8 6 9 
41-50 5 6 5 41-50 5 9 8 
51-60 2 5 3 51-60 4 8 5 
61-70 0 1 5 61-70 8 0 1 
71-80 2 2 2 71-80 7 5 4 
More than 80 2 2 1 More than 8&8 7 ite 9 
No.of Replies !180 189 189 No.of Reples 81 | 83 87 


Table 11 shows the number of respondents who hire help for selected numbers 


of man days. 
Table 11 
Hired Help 
0- li- 21- 31- 41- 51- 6- More than Total 


No.Man Days 10 20 30 40 50 #75 100 100 Hiring Hel 
Number of | | | 
Respondents [14 (18 | 13 | 2 ee 23 | 86 


Table 12 shows the membership in Canadian Co-operative Implements Ltd. 
by those included in the survey. 


Table 12 
COLL Membership 
Member CCIL Yes No No Answer Total 


Number | 126 138 2 266 
Percentage eis 51.8 ad 100 
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Table 13 shows the proportion of union members and those not members 
who are members of CCIL. 


Table 13 
Proportion of Membership in Union and CCIL 


Member CCIL Yes No No Answer Total 
SFU member ‘ 79.4 48.6 50.0 63.2 
Non-member 20.6 51.4 0 36,0 
No answer 0 | 0 50.0 4 
Total 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 


It can be seen that if a farmer is a member of the union he will probably 
also be a member of CCIL. 
Tables 1 to 13 show that those responding to the survey operate what can be 
considered an average farm in Saskatchewan. Products grown and marketed 
are mainly cereal grains, beef and pork. They began farming any time since 
before 1920 to after 1964. Their acreage is anywhere between one quarter section 
and more than two sections. Some have homesteaded their first quarter while 
others have acquired land in a variety of ways. Many are expanding their acreage 
while others appear to be content with their present holding or have not been able 
to expand; 63.2% are members of the union and 47.4% are members of CCIL; 
| 34% employ hired help ranging in time of a few days to more than 100 days a year. 
The following tables show the machinery in use on the farms covered in 
the survey. They will show the size, make, year new, year acquired, how 
acquired, value, and value of other implements on these farms. The series 
of tables will conclude with the total investments in farm machinery of the 
farms covered in the survey. 


TRUCKS 


Table 14 shows the number of trucks of selected sizes in use on farms. 
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Table 14 
Truck Size 
Truck Lio Soa ee 1-2 2-3 Over No 
siz.e ton, «\,tom? . ton 1) tom niton,,.. Srton Answer Total 
| | | | | 
Number 59 114 | 79 | 43 Boa tet tons ” | 38 | 266 
Percentage 22.2 543) 29.7%) 1662012209) 24 | 14,3 ~ 100 


It can be seen that generally speaking the most popular farm truck is the 
smaller size. 
Table 15 shows the number of trucks that were new in selected years. 


Table 15 
When Truck New 


Year 1955- Before 

Truck New 1966 1965 1964 1963 1962 1961 1960 1959 1955 No ans. Total 
| | | | | 

Number 15 rt | 14 | 4 8 /s 33 130 | 41 4 266 

Percentage 5.6| 3.8] 1.9] 5.3] 1.5 | 3.0 | 2.3 12.4) 48,9/ 15.4 100 


Table 15 shows that farne rs are using older model trucks. 
Table 16 shows the number of trucks that were acquired in selected years, 


Table 16 
When Truck Acquired 
1955- Before No 


Year bought 1966 1965 1964 1963 1962 1961 1960 1959 1955 Ans. . Total 


\ | | | 
~ Number 50 [31 23 23 41 7 28 | 37 re aes 
100 


Percentage 18.08; 1399 


7 
8.6 2.6! 2.6! 10.5} 13.9] 15 


! 


If we combine tables 15 and 16, 30 trucks were new in 1964, 1965 or 1966, 
and 110 were bought in those years; 25 were new in 1961, 1962 or 1963, and 44 
were bought; 169 were new before 1961 and 72 were bought. It is clear many 
farmers are buying used trucks. 

Table 17 shows the number of trucks acquired, using different types of 


financing. 
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Table 17 
How Truck Acquired 
How Truck LoanyLoan. Co...) rerms: in- No 
Bought Cash FIL C.U. Bank Fin. Dir. herited Ans. Total 
ee le eee er 7 ; | 
| 
Number 141 | 2 16 16 9 1 49 | 265 
Percentage aoe 2 | iy a PES eC CP Ls Sis Se Se | 18.5; 100 


The most popular method of acquiring a truck is to pay cash for it and 
53.2% of truck purchases are for cash. 


Table 18 shows the number of trucks in use with selected values, 


Table 18 
Value of Trucks 
Less More 
Value of trucks than 500- 1001- 1501-2001- 3001-4001 5001-than No 
(in dollars) 500 1000 1500 2000 3000 4000 5000 7000 7000 Ans. Total 
Number 119 ‘44 {23 21 8 | 5 Fe a Ee RD is sy 8 266 
Percentage 44.7|16.5| 8.6| 7.9! 3.0) 1.9 2.6 | 0 | .4| 14.3] 100 


61.2% of trucks used have a value of less than $1000 (table 18). 
Table 19 shows the number of other trucks of selected values used on 
farms. Those included in this table would have more than one truck. 
Table 19 
Value of Other Trucks 
(in dollars) 
Less More Not 


than 500- 1001- 1501-2001-3001-4001-5001- than Applic- 
500 1000 1500 2000 3000 4000 5000 7000 7000 able Total 


{ 
‘ 


| | | 

| i | 
Number 28 13 Giger es oie | 0 0 | 0 ios 266 
Percentage i051 (40014, Denes) LeueeO 0 0 | 74.4{100 


Tables 14 to 19 concerning trucks demonstrate that farmers are keeping 
their overhead down by using smaller sized, older model trucks, many of 
which they have bought as used vehicles; 25.6% of farmers have more 


than one truck. 
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S45. 
TRACTORS 
Table 20 shows the number of tractors in use on farms that are of 


selected HP ratings. 


Table 20 
H.P. of Tractors 
Less 
ee) Morne nkeseemter-of Otel ofd augle (on OtNecOvera Na 
Size in HP 25HP 40 60 70 ~—80_—90 100 100 Ans. Total 
| | | | | 
Number 7 |e7 [tome | 39. [spares | 2 | 6 | 266 
Percentage 2.6! a 240.21 14.7) 11.7) 2.3) .4) .8] 2.3] 100 


Table 20 (a) shows the proportion of union members and those not 
members who have tractors of selected H.P. ratings. 


Table 20 (a) 2 
Proportion with Tractors of Selected HP 


Less 
Tractor Sizes than 26- 41- 61- 71- 81- 91- No 
ae ee 25 ae 60 70 = ae 100 100+ Ans. Total 
Member Pr! 9 |50.7} 62. 6.7 79.5 66. ao Siako 66.7 (63.2 
Non-Members | 57.1 |47.8 Pe 4| 20.5 9 o 3 | 100 |.0 | 33.3 /36.5 
No answer 0 ise ot ane | 01! 170 


Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 = «100 
Proportionately, union members have more of the larger size tractors 
(table 20 (a) 


Table 21 shows the number of selected make of tractor in use on farms 


covered in the survey. 


Table 21 
_Tractor Make 
Make of Cock- No 
Tractors CCIL JD MF IHC Case MM shutt Ford OtherAns_ Total 
eee Ee $$; ;_ OOO 
Number 10 69 | 48 37 29 19 22 1% | 12 3 266 
Percent 3.8 125.918.0193 29) 1059) Tid 8.3) 6.4 | 4,5) L.1; 100 


Table 22 shows the number of tractors new in selected years as shown 


by the survey. 
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Table 22 


Tractor Age 
Year 1955- Before 
Tractor New 1966 1965 1964 1963 1962 1961 1960 1959 1955 NoAns. Total 


Number 26 23 20 14 21 16 13 77 8 266 
Percent 9.8'| 18.61 7,575,383] 79 6.0) 4.9) 1820} 28.9; ° 3.0 4100 
Table 23 shows the number of tractors bought in selected years. 
Table 23 
Year Tractor Bought 
Year Tractor 55- Before No-> ! 
Acquired 1966 65 64 63 62 61 60 59 59 Ans. Total 
Number 55 43 36° 6134 24 10 16 23 25 3 266 
Percentage 20.7) 16.2 13.5 [11.7| 9.01 aes | 8.6; 924 {1.1 7/2100 
Table 24 combines tables 22 and 23 to show the purchasing pattern, 
Table 24 
No 
Year 64 65 66 61 62 63 Before 61 “Answer Total 
Tractor new 25.9 19,2 51.8 3.0 100 
Tractor bought 50.4 24.5 24.0 im) 100 


It is very clear that many farmers are purchasing used tractors. For 
example, 50.4% of the tractors were bought in 1964 or later, but only 25.9% 
were new in those years (Table 24). 

Table 25 shows the number of tractors bought using various types of finance. 


Table 25 
Tractor Credit Source 


How Tractor Loan Loan Co. Terms In- No | 
Purchased Cash FIL C.U. Bank Fin. Dir. herited Ans. Total 
Number fA Wité 0 16 266 
Percentage 30.8) 43.6 0 6.0 100 


Table 25 indicates that FIL and cash purchase finances a very high percent - 
age of tractors. 
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Table 26 shows the number of tractors of selected dollar values as shown 


by survey. 
Table 26 
Tractor Value 
(in dollars) More 
Tractor Less 501- 1001-2001- 3001- 4001-5001- 7001-than No 
Value 500 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 70001000010000 Ans. Total 


| 


30 
the Age: 


25 34 
9,4 112.8% 


Number 
Percent 


36 4 las Pe 
13.5|15.4/16.9 17.3 


' 


Table 27 shows the number of additional tractors in use of selected dollar 
values. Those represented in this table would have more than one tractor on 
their farms. 

Table 27 
Additional Tractor Values 
(dollars) 


Value of Less 500- 1001- 1501- 2001- 2501- 3001- 4001- More No 
Other Tractors 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 4000 6000 6000 Ans. Total 


140 [ese 
52.6100 


Table 28 compares the number of quarter sections operated with the H.P. 


51 
19,2 


33 
12.4 | 


1 2 1 
4 8 4 


Number 
Percent 


of tractors. 


Table 28 
No. of Quarters and H.P.of 
Tractor 
fess 25- | 44- 1} 64- | 74-1 S8- 1. 91- No 
H.P.of Tractor 25 40 60 70 80 90 100 100+ Ans. Total 
1 quarter 6 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 u 16 
2 1 29 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 
es 0 20 24 a 1 0 0 1 1 52 
4 0 a 27 9 4 1 0 0 1 4T 
5 0 Zo 15 7 3 1 0 1 2 32 
6 0 2 7 i 6 1 1 0 0 24 
7 0 0 2 5 4 0 0 0 0 ld 
8 0 1 4 1 5 1 0 0 0 12 
More than 8 Din yt 6 5 8 y. 0 0 1 22 
Total 7 St 107 39 at 6 1 2 6 266 


As a general rule, farmers do have the size of tractor best suited to the 


number of quarters operated (table 28). 


ee 
a : 


ooh a ery ni) Cate 
off. nag? ~ 100% -2a08 - 1008 - Cade £008 teat 


Lesor ard Bae T OoOes GOO? Boage O08 GR08 ike 20 


SS es eee Ee ad TREE TE Pare IG, CERN tae imih iran eminent Madan Whale die remem toate: os 
| . 
} ~ } ’ { “ $ } : 
masala Ac soi Vt Ye ae | 
Tr; ~ lies ft e { rn i f ‘ 
COL; 2.t | OES tB.87) b.8 | Bee) eee een! 


. . } f 
~ b = Lc aee Ln Gy aD Pt | tO Deo F aN . Chow \ oe toe Bt hy 7) eo " 
tail ob j OES Ww Bay My eeoroart LETIQGE SS 73 chy vegans st awors bay 


Sor) heyhey ey 4 | tee ecgtele tateyeres caer cust J De ee 
AQ TOCOS1s 2 eas exons sieuih sabe ccna lian deal orapamngirs 


yaa adel 
eouls xOioeeT Lseyi bbe 


0 th eee Tee ey te Re it 
"Gs 5d s{ich) 
f= LOGOS - £08 -1P01 +808 ax 
eT es | 5 Y ee Ry pa < 
isto? anh 00 2 OND 0000 OOS OOas Coes oer tL BOs | 008 et 


Son RN rrr cme poe ethae ft ree Aree, 


) } AS Aira i ae ee hee eh isa tek Lee Sereerge 
} | j a by i 
¢ Wy ¥ ¥ " ay 


let « WA oo eek rues ry = 
oO Si Vp EEE an Bo ii iw = 2 0: 


; i a ig 
‘ . I 
c i . a - » | 
| ih ae er BE: 
= a | n> a * cing ae ge. < ! 5 | av 28 t 


ae 
em 
» 
all 
me 
a 
tiny 
- 
a 
- 
Pied 
ve 


88 ¢ Sida Ff 


20 ‘bas ei fe stan ta .o 


tt ere Meath ike 


gg. 
Noe 


Pe oi am & = > 


-18- 


Table 29 compares the number of quarters operated with the year tractor 


was new. 
Table 29 

Number of Quarters & Age of Tractors 
Year 55- Before No 
Tractor New 66 65 64 63 62 61 60 59 sf) Ans. Total 
1 quarter 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Ps it 2 15 
2 1 1 i 3 2 2 0 8 30 S| 51 
3 6 0 2 1 Zz 3 2 Li? 19 Oo lroe 
4 | 6 p 3 1 9 2 4 10 8 2 47 
5 4 5 a 3 1 4 1 = 6 1 32 
6 2 5 4 2 2 1 2 a 2 0 24 
7 1 3 2 1 0 1 1 2 0 0 11 
8 2 Z 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 0 12 
More than 8 a a a re | 1 1 0 0 0 22 
Total 26 23 20 14 ail 16 13 48 1 8 266 


The majority of the older tractors are in use on farms consisting of 
three quarters or less (table 29). 
Table 30 compares the number of quarters operated with the year tractor 


was bought. 


Table 30 
Year Tractor Bou ght & No.of 
Quarters 
Year Tractor 55- Before No 


Bought . 1966 65 64 63 62 61 60 59 595 Ans. Total 


1 quarter 2 0 0 2 3 0 1 4 2 1 
2 4 9 7 8 5 2 2 4 0 0 
3 0 5 9 5 0 2 =) 9 6 0 
4. 5 4 2 3 9 2 3 4 3 1 
5 f 6 4 4 2 2 2 1 3 1 
6 4 6 5 4 2 0 2 1 0 0 
7 S 0 3 S 0 0 0 0 0 0 
8 quarters 3 4 2 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 
More than 8 9) 8 4 2 2 0 1 0 0 0 
Total 55 43 36 al 24 10 16 23 25 5 266 


Irrespective of the number of quarters operated, farmers are buying 


* 


tractors. Comparing tables 29 and 30, it is clear that those with fewer quarters 


are buying used tractors. 
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The tables also indicate that the converse also is true. Farmers with more 
land are buying the new equipment, probably because: 

a) They have expanded and need larger new equipment. 

b) They are trying to maintain economies of scale. 

c) They are the only ones capable of purchasing higher priced equipment. 

Problems are being created for both large and smallfarmers. Smaller 
farmers are unable to make economical use of the large used equipment; 
consequently, the large farmer is now receiving a lower trade-in value for his 
used equipment. The small farmer may soon find it difficult to acquire good 
used machines. 

Mr. Brown, president of Canadian Co-operative Implements Limited, in 
testimony, said CCIL has a number of trucks with which they move used machines 
from south to north (p.3774). This is only practical as long as the demand is 
there. Perhaps the demand is diminishing. 

Table 31 compares the year last quarter acquired and the year tractor 
was bought. 

Table 31 

Year Last Quarter Bought & Year Tractor Bought 
Year Tractor 55- Before No 
Bought 1966 65 64 63 62 61 60 a0 95 Ans. 
Last quarter | 
bought before 
1920 
20-30 
31-40 
41-45 


0 

0 

2 

2 

46-50 4 
51-55 4 
8 

18 

17 


Total 


Oonwrondo © 


56-60 
61-64 
After 62 
No answer 
Total a0 43 36 3 
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. Those who have bought land in recent years have also bought tractors. 
There seems to be no clear indication that land was bought to accommodate the 
tractor or vice versa (table 31). | 
Conclusions drawn from tables 20-31 in respect to tractors are: 
1) Most tractors in use are of medium HP rating; 
2) CCIL tractors have not been accepted by farmers; 
3) Nearly half of tractors used were new before 1959; 
4) Many tractors in use were bought as used machines. 
5) FIL is the largest single source of credit in purchasing tractors; 
6) 45.8% of farmers! tractors are valued at $2000 or less; 
7) The farmer with the smaller acreage is using the older model 
tractor and buying used tractors. 
DRILLS 
The following tables show the size, make age, etc., of drills in possession 
of those covered in the survey. 


Table 32 shows the number of selected size of drills measured in feet. 


Table 32 
5 oF (in feet) No 
Size in feet less 10 12 14 16 20 24 28. :287) ans? Tor: 


Number ae 1 ne sy A 0 | 98 | 266 
Percent Bi a We ees | a ee eee | ; .4] 36.8) 100 
Table 33 shows the number of drills of selected make. 
Table 33 
Make of Drill 
Cock- No 
Make CCIL JD MF IHC Case MM sshutt Other Ans. Total 


Loerie ie 4 
5.6| 30.5 | 2.6| 1.5 


Number 0 of 


Percent 0 by Ue 


25 5 98 266 
9.4 1.9) 36.8); 100 
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Table 34 shows the number of drills new in selected years. 
Table 34 


Age of Drill 
55- Before No 


Year new GGeoo™ Gay Ge toe” Gt 80) oe 60 Ane. Anil 
| | | | 
Number Bi) Be oan nea rede! eae : 6 |36 |80 |115 |266 
Percentage YO.) S01) Ash ieee 5. | ta OSU eo Soe aa 
Table 35 shows the number of drills acquired in selected years. 
Table 35 
Whren Drill Bought 

Year 95- Before No 
Acquired 66°" 65°. 64.) (OS eeogee 60 60.59. 89t w Ane rota: 
Number PO VAS LEG Barada | Aw ae 132 42 | 99 | 266 
Percentage 9.0 | 4.9] 6.4] 3.0] 4.1] 1.5] 6.0/12.0/ 15.8) 37.2| 100 


Comparing tables 34 and 35, it is clear many drills are bought as used 


machines. 
Table 36 

How Drill Bought 
How Loan Loan Co. Terms In- No 
Acquired Cash FIL C.U. Bank Fin. Dlr. heritedOtherAns. Total 
gedaan | 
Number 122 | 24 1 Re ae Mae r 110 266 
Percent 45.9| 9.0 ee), 1.9] a Be A 10 | 41.4 | 100 


Table 37 shows the number of drills of selected values. 


Table 37 
Value of Drills 


Less 100- 201- 301- 501- 701- 1001-1501- More No 
Value 100 200 3006 500 700 1000 1500 2000 2000 Ans. Total 


16 5 1 95 266 
G.OV ale -4 35.7 |100 


i 
| 


8 


Number 100° 121 | 
3.0 


| 9 7 | 4 
Percentage SiG ho Gast.) Bebo TL 


Note: No one reported more than one drill. 
Conclusions drawn from tables 32-37 are: 
1) Most drills reported in the survey are reasonably small, older style 


drills. 
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2) Many drills are purchased as used machines. 
3) Capital investment in drills is kept toa minimum. 


4) Approximately one-third of respondents do not have a drill. 


DISKERS 


The following group of tables shows the number of diskers in use, their 


size, make and value, etc., as reported in the survey. 


Table 38 shows the number of diskers of selected widths. 


Table 38 
| Disker Size 
Width 12 or No 
in feet less 14 1p 16 (ar?) oT Pea ee ue ote 
| | | 
Number fay at) 45d ate 10 Tye | ale Oa | 74 jae 
Percentage 40.2 1 261927 BO oan 0 .4) 0 | 20.8 ))1@0 


Table 39 shows the number of selected makes of diskers reported. 


Table 39 
Make of Disker 
Cock- 
Make of Disker CCIL JD MF IHC Case MM shutt Other No Ans. Total 
Number | 56 a £00) F008 2000) 2609 200 | BIOS | ar | 266 
Percentage | 21.11 9.8| 21.8) 10.5 oi a2 2.3 6.0 | 1.5 )25.2 ty £08 


Indications are that farmers are buying machines manufactured by CCIL 
(table 39). 
Table 40 shows the number of diskers reported new in selected years. 


Table 40 
Age of Diskers 


Year 55- Before No 
Disker New 1966 65 64 63 62 61 60 59 55 Ans. Total 


3 266 
8.6, 20.3} 14.7! 29.3: 100 
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Table 41 shows the number of diskers acquired in selected years. 
Table 41 
Year Disker Acquired 


Year Disker 55- Before No 
Acquired 1966. GSmohb4ew v6Smtab2rvnGily 160. 4 S9.c08iou Ane. Toke 
/ | | | 
Number Bay W25nu lade twtr] BO. v pals youaheel | 33 | 15 65 | 266 
Percentage 8.6/ 9.4 12.8110.2| 3.8) 4.9) 7.9] 12.4) 5.6/24.4/ 100 


It is clear many diskers are bought as used machines. (tables40-41) 


Table 42 shows the number of diskers bought with selected methods of 


finance. 
| Table 42 
How Disker Bought 

How Disker Loan, LoanGoupWerms:iing No 
Acquired Cash FIL C;U. Bank Finw Dir. herited Ans. Total 
| i | | | | 
Number 126/48 | 4 | 7 4 | 3 0 ‘7a | 26 

soe a mn Tee a 27.8100 


Percentage © 47.4/18.0, 1.5 2.6 | 1.5) 


Table 43 shows the number of diskers reported, with selected values. 


Table 43 
Value of Discers 
(dollars) 
Disker Less 501- 751- 1001- 1501-2001 2501 More No 
Value 500 750 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3000 Ans. Total 
ae oe 1 4, | eke Wacker tt 
Number 127 22 33 20 | 8 : 0 | 0 : 0 66 | 266 
| 745: | Bae Ofxa! On Oe 24eBiadoo 


Percentage 44,0; 8.3 12.4 
Table 44 shows number of additional diskers with selected values. Those 
included in this table would have reported more than one disker on their farms. 


Table 44 
Value of Additional Diskers 


Value of other Less 501- 751- 1001- 1501- 2001- 2501- More No 


Diskers 500 750 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3000 Ans. Total 
| | | | | | 
| 
Number gia (se awe i ° Oi | One 16 | 259 206 
Percentage Woh de Pehl id ba BIO TO lo }o. | 97.4100 
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Conclusions reached from tables 38 to 44 are: 

1) The 12 ft. and 15 ft. diskers are the most popular. 

2) That quality machines manufactured by CCIL are accepted by farmers. 
3) That many diskers are bought as used machines to keep down overhead. 


4) That approximately 25% of farmers do not have a disker. 


CULTIVATORS 
The following tables show the number of cultivators reported in size, make, 
age and value in the survey. 
Table 45 shows the number of cultivators of selected width. 
Table 45 
Cultivator Size 


10 or 25- No 
Size (in feet) less 12 14 16 18 20 24 30 30+ Ans. Total 


j 


| 
Number 172 | 53 | 57 | 2emage| 10 5 | 0 |27 |266 
Percentage 27,4 19.0) 2454 Tew ST6) "328 | 1, 9'0 10.2 | 100 
Table 46 shows the number of cultivators of selected makes. 
Table 46 
Cultivator Make_ 
Cock- No 


Make CCIL JD MF IHC Case MM shutt Vers.OtherAns. Total 


: | | | | 
Number go |g) eine 6c a0 le |25 | 0 |e8 |21 {266 
Percentage 8.3]12.0 | 6.0 /24.8 | 3.8] 2.3) 9.4) 0 25 6| 7.9 | 100 

Table 47 shows the number of cultivators new in selected years. 

Table 47 
When Cultivator New 
Year 55- Before No 
New 66 65 64 63 62 61 60 59 55 Ans. Total 
i | | i { | 

Number 113. |20 | 19 14 , 10 32 49 60 30 266 
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Table 48 shows the number of cultivators acquired in selected years. 


Table 48 
When Cultivator Bought 
Year | 55- Before No 
Bought 1966 65 64 63 62 61 60 59 55 Ans. Total 


19 | 266 


Number 35/27 [32/18 p 
| 7.1 | 100 


Percentage [13.2 |10,2 12.0) 6.8 


5 19 31 5 23 
Sahay 13.9] 8.6 


Table 49 shows the number of cultivators bought using selected methods 


of finance. 


Table 49 
How Cultivator Bought 
| Loan Loan Co. Terms In- No 
- How Bought Cash FIL C.U. Bank Fin. Dir. heritedOtherAns. Total 
- Number 172 a2 la 4 7 3 0 ° 37 266 
Percentage | 64.7/15.8 | .4/1.5 |/2.6 |1.1)0 (0 13.9 100 


Table 50 shows the number of cultivators reported with selected value. 


Table 50 
Cultivator Value 


Less 100- 201- 401- 701- 1001- 1501-2001- More No 


Value 100 200 400 700 1000 1500 2000 2500 2500 Ans. Total 
| i f 
? | 
Number 76 Poe |S 3 lo |16 |266 
Percentage 28.6 ee % 7 7 3.4 | ~@ j1,2 0 6.0/100 


Table 51 shows the number cf additional cultivators with selected values. 


Those included in this table would report more than one cultivator on their farm. 


Table 51 
Additional Cultivators 
(dollars) 
Value, other Less 100- 201- 401- 701- 1001- 1501=2001- More No 
cultivators 100 200 400 700 19000 1500 2000 2500 2500 Ans. Total 
| | | | | | 
Number 6 3 3 2 0 1 o 0 | 0 be 266 
Percentage o93 }19).°\822 28 +0 4 10 Oo; | °¢ 94, 4/100 
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Conclusions arrived at from tables 45 to 51 in respect to cultivators: 

1) The large wing type cultivator is not in general use. 

2) Many cultivators are bought as used machines to keep overhead down. 

3) Not as many early vintage cultivators are in use as other machines. 
This reflects the acceptance by farmers of heavy duty cultivators. 

4) Cultivators made by manufacturers other than the "full line'' companies 


are acceptable to farmers. 


SWATHERS 

The following tables show the number of swathers reported as to width, 
make, age and value in the survey. No attempt was made to distinguish between 
the self-propelled and pull type. 


Table 52 shows the number of swathers with selected width of cut. 


Table 52 
Swather Width 
be Or No 
size less 14 tS 16 18 20 Ans. Total 


i 
| 


6 34 


266 
100 


29 | 14 
10.9) 5.3 


4 
1.5 


59 


Number | 90 
22.2 


Percentage / 33.8 


2.3| 24.1 


| i 


“No attempt was made to distinguish between self-propelled and pull-type 
swathers when this data was tabulated. 


Table 53 shows the number of swathers reported of selected makes. 


Table 53 
Swather Make 
Cock-Versa- No 
Make CCIL JO MF IHC Case MM _shutt tile OtherAns. Total 
} | | | 
Number 23 17 {51 ps 1s 9 © 145. 128 4 14 teeta 
Percentage | 8.6! 6.41/19.218.6| 5.6 [3.4 16.9] 9.4 |1.5 [20.3 |100 
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Table 54 shows the proportion of makes of swathers owned by union 


members and the proportion owned by those not union members. 


Table 54 
Proportionate Ownership 
Cock-Versa- No 
Make CCIL JD MF IHC Case MM _ shutt tile OtherAns. Total 
| | | | | | | 
SFU member | 82.6 58.8 72.5) 56.5] 40.0] 44.4 oe 64.0] 50.0] 53.7) 63.2 
Non-member | 17.4) sae 9705) 4345)16020) (55¢6 il 36.0 50.0 4A Al, 8605 
No answer | G0" 10 0 0 0 0 ) One 1,0) ue 


|e ered Er Se ae ec Se oer eee aS re ern Hi eh Ss sea TE Se IE . 
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 = 100 
Table 55 shows the number of swathers reported new in selected years. 


Table 55 
Swather Age 
55- Before No 


Year new 1966 65 64 63 62 61 60 59 99 Ans. Total 


36 


Number 22 25 
Percentage 


25.2| 24.8/ 100 


67 | 66 266 


Table 56 shows number of swathers reported bought in selected years. 


Table 56 
When Swather Bought 
55- Before No 
Year bought 1966 65 64 63 62 61 60 59 55 Ans. Total 
| | 
oi an 9 
Piha Licey, ee 
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Percentage 116.5 
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Table 57 shows the number of swathers bought with selected methods of 


finance. 
Table 57_ 
How Swather Bought 
Loan Loan Co, Terms. In- No 
How bought Cash FIL C.U. Bank Fin. Dir. herited Other Ans. Total 
| | | | 
Number 48 | 37 | 3 | 7 | 3 1 | 0 0 | 67 266 
Percentage 55,6 413.9 | 1,1 Giese Ge Clad 4 | 0 ;0 Dee” | 100 
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Table 58 shows the number of swathers reported with selected value. 


Table 58 
Value of Swathers 
(dollars) Less 100- 201- 401- 601- 801- 1001-1501- More No 
Value 100 200 400 600 800 1000 1500 2000 2000 Ans. Total 
one | | | 
Number 67 i@ $44 41 %9, 4180, 260 1124. 910 [3 as ae 
Percentage | 25.2 /10.2 /12.8| 6.4 | 6.8 | 9.8) 4.5 | 3.8 | 1.1]/19.5]100 


Table 59 shows the number of additional swathers reported with selected 


values. All those included in this table reported more than one swather. 


Table 59 
Value of Additional Swathers 

(dollars) 
Value of other Less 100- 201- 401- 601- 801- 1001-1501- More No 
Swathers 100 200 400 600 800 1000 1500 2000 2000 Ans. Total 

l 
Number 2 F Re ec sna A r 1 [0 257 26s 
Percentage Sab, ot On 1<bic] Oa) samt 0 alo | 96.6!100 


Conclusions reached from tables 52 to 59 in respect to swathers: 
1) Approximately 20% of farmers do not own a swather. 

2) Many farmers are buying used swathers. 

3) 12 and 15 ft. are the most popular size. 


4) Proportionately, union members own more CCIL swathers. 


- CCMBINES 
The following tables show the number of combines reported as to size, 
make, age and value reported in the survey. 
Table 60 shows the number of combines of selected sizes. 
Table 60 


Size of Combine 
PTO Pull with Mctor Del. No 


Size Small Med. Pangse mel Mer Med. Langenmiglt Mee. Med. mozesnns: Total 
Number 12 bo oe | a | 5 1 4 16 16 Aran 266 
Percentage 4.5 19.8 | ee a gs tin i) Ga, .4 | 9.0 43.6 | 6.0 18.0 , 100 


Ea ; anaes z" bell ie he 


jeer fee 906 i a 0008 


88S | ‘gh. el. oo sc. ae) ieee 
we ici ae uh ee Be ‘Mee 


ov etnaM = -1081)- 1601 ~ £08) =tea + tos arog. “QOL. aaa 
"ear f O08 0008 | 06 es O0GL 1 908 108 008 TO ae Rs 


ak hearin bli a iow tomo a mony | Anite OR " i : 
Ws) “Fades LG) ad ae ay ae fe 0 i hie 
i J % ' ie 4 4 : nil a na ay | 
Fvih € Os ae] fy » ( tae bh, y i cc - ite 18 fal { e 


. bad tewa 8 wre. ton ob ai stout 1 wos osama 


988 “luge rove ont S16 


avediawe! UITOD arhouty nwo persian ont ofa wisi 


4 if 


.986 Of aa belteqer esnidiroo ” acs ‘oth wots li 


Pe: 


=70— 
Table 61 Shows the proportion of size of combines reported by union 
members and those not members. 


Table 61 
Proportionate Ownership 


PLO Pull with Motor SP No 
Size | Small Med. — Med. LargeSmall Med. Ester ee. Total 
| 
SFU Member |58.3| 57.7/54.5| 28. ees Oj1C0. 41. 7 75. 0. ‘87. 5 150. 0 63.2 
Non-Member | 41.7) 42.3/ 45.5] 71.41 66,0] 6° ee 5 125,001.60 47.9 36.5 
No Answer OM O0 Ua ee 0. | 10 0 Le a .4 


foo 100100100 @ 100 100 £00 100 100 100 100 
No attempt was made to distinguish in other combine tables the different 
size or type of machine. 


Table 62 shows the number of combines reported of selected makes, 


Table 62 
Combine Make 
Cock-Versa- No 
Make CCIE. JD MF IHC Case MM _shutt tile OtherAns. Total 
Number r l34 91 “15 20 [3 Adah ee ba iaghone 
Percentage | 3.0 |12.8/34.2/ 5.6] 7.5) 3 3.4 15.0 | 2.3} .8/15.4/ 100 


Table 63 shows the number of combines reported to be new in selected 


years. 
Table 63 
Combine Age 
55- Before No 
Year New 1966 65 64 63 E2 61 60 59 55 Ans. Total 
Number van 20 i9 fe) 9 ‘| 6 37 87 51 266 
Percentage $690 HeSiuitede #8 serrBetal 2ebue aed. 13,0082 Alie oe ee 


Table 64 shows the number of combines bought in selected years. 


Table 64 | 
When Combine Bought 
595- Before No 


Year bought 1966 mF 64 63 62 61 60 59 595 Ans. Total 


oe | | 
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Table 65 combines tables 63 and 64 to show proportion of combines 


new in 1964-66, 61-63, and before 1961; and the number bought in those years. 


Table 65 
Combine Purchases Pattern_ 
Years 1964-66 1961-63 Before 1961 No Answer Total 
| | | 
Percentage new/22.5 | 9.4 48.9 19,2 100 
Percentage on 
bought ey 9 | 


| 2350 15.8 100 
It appears as though about 50% of farmers buy used combines and some 
of them do not know when the used machine was new. 


Table 66 shows the number of combines bought with selected source 


of finance. 
Table 66 
How Combine Bought 
Loan Loan Co. Terms,, in- No 
How bought Cash FIL C.U. Bank Fin. Dir. heritedOther Ans. Total 
| i , 
Number 85 10 }11 19 | 5 0 lo ee 266 
Percentage i; Boe Oi a eo Ted eoelO Bic 100 


Table 67 shows the number of combines reported with selected values. 


Table 67 
Combine Value 
(dollars) Less 501- 1001- 1501-3001- 4001-5001 7001 More No 
Value 500 1000 1500 3000 4000 5000 7000 10000 10000 Ans. Total 
| | 
Number 40 as 20 se 18 11 28 | 12 0 41 | 266 
Percentage 15-0 01609 > 75% 21.) evo. 458 | 8.67 04, | QO  {1b<4eled 


Table 68 shows the number of additional combines reported with selected 


values. Those included in this table reported more than one combine. 


Table 68 
Value of Additional Combines 
(dollars) Less 501- 1001- 1501- 3001- 4001- 5001- 7001- More No 
Value of other 500 1000 1500 3000 4000 5000 7000 1000010000 Ans. Total 
\ | i | 
Number 1 |8 ‘0 c | 0 ° 0 254 sc 
Percent age i 4 Ee: or eae ie | 0 0 0 | | 9 - 5,100 
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Table 69 compares the number of quarters operated and size of combine 


used. 
Table 69 
Size of Farm and Combine 

Size of PTC P&M SP No 
Combine | Small Med, Lg. ‘Small Med. . Lg. |Small Med. Lgl ! Small Med. Lg. | Ans. Total 

| 
1 quarter 2 & lo | {o | 0 | | 
2 6 1 Odsloy bet 2 | 
3 1 5 1) | 5 1 
4 2 7 1 0 1 
5 1 g 1 ) 1 
6 ) 2 3 1 ) 
vé 0 ) o/ Io ) 
8 0 0 2 | 0 ) 
More than 8 0 2 44\ pp.) 0 | 
Total 12 8 11 | (7 5 } 


Conclusions reached from Tables 60-69: 

1) The combine in most common use is an older SP model. 

2) Farmers are buying used machinery to keep down overhead. 
3) FIL is an important source of finance for combines. 

4) 46. 6% of combines were seven or more years old. 


5) Approximately 15% of farmers do not have a combine. 


BALERS 


The following tables show the size, make, age and value of balers reported 


in the survey. 


Table 70 shows the number of balers of selected sizes. 


Table 70 
Baler Size 
size Small Med. Large No Answer Total 
size mea 
Number 5 117 0 144 266 


Percentage 1,2 44.0 | 0 54.1 100 
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. A small baler was considered to be a roto tie machine or one making 
a round bale. 
A medium baler was considered to be a PTC twine tie machine. 
. A large baler was considered to be a baler with a motor as part of the 
machine. 


Table 71 shows the number of balers of selected makes. 


Table 71 
Make of Baler 
, Cock-New No 
Make = JD_=MF IHC Case _shutt Holl. Ford OtherAns. Total 
| | | | | | | | | 
Number Et 19 |34 7 8 130 | 0 | 9 |144 | 266 
Percentage | 5.6] 7.1 /12.8 | 2.6} 3.0 11.3 | 0 | 3.4] 54.1) 100 


Table 72 shows the number of balers new in selected years. 


Table 72 
When Baler New 
55- Before No 


Year New sec” es G4" 63°” 62°" "61 =" GO * sae" 55) | Anes 
| | | | | | | | 
! | i | 
Number 13 | 5 [12 | 20 ‘19 ie | 7 15 Pi sis2° tees 
Percentage | 4.9] 1.9] 4.5| 7.5] 7.1] 4.5 | 2.6| 5.6| 4.1} 57.1100 


Table 73 shows the number of balers bought in selected years. 


Table 73 
When Baler Bought 
55- Before No 


62 61 60 59 39 Ans. Total 


Year bought 66 65 64 63 
| 

13 18 il 
4,9 


45 266 
5 | 54,5100 


21 
1.0 


Number 
Percentage 


Table 74 combines tables 72 and 7 to compare when balers were bought 


and when they were new. 
Table 74 


Baler Purchase Pattern 


Years 64-66 61-63 Before 61 No Answer Total 
ee any al arnas 2 ee i ee 
| 
Merten new oP L123 16.4 #723 57.1 | 100 
Percent eee 19.6 18.1 7.9 | 54.5 | 100 
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PTO twine tie balers have not been on the market as many years as other 
kinds of machines, but the pattern of purchasing used balers begins to emerge. 
Probably about 4% of balers purchased in 1964-66 were new before 1961 (table 74). 


Table 75 shows the number of balers bought using selected credit sources. 


Table 75 
How Balers Bought 
Loan [oan Co. Terms In- No 
How bought Cash FIL C.U. Bank Fin. Dlr. heritedOtherAns. Total 
| | | | | | 
Number bE iy) 25H bo | sebios, eek 42 1D 1153 266 
Percentage baa 9.4\ .4|3.4|,3.4 1,5 lo 0 =| 57.9100 


Table 76 shows the number of balers reported with selected values. 


Table 76 
Baler Values 


(dollars) Less 100- 201- 301- 401- 601- 1001-1501- More No 
Value 100 200 300 400 600 1000 1500 2000 2000 Ans. Total 
| | | | 
| | | 
Number ee at ee a. 115 46 (36/3 ‘ | 144 266 
Percentage [2.6 [1.5/1.9 (2.3 | 5.6 (17.3 /|13.5/1.1 |0 | 54.1/100 


re ee | 


Table 77 shows the number of respondents reporting other haying equip- 
ment of selected values. Included in this table would be machines such as 
mowers, rakes, forage harvesters, wagons, etc. 


Table 77 


—_ ———— — 


Other Haying Equipment Values 


Value, Other Less 201- 401- 601- 801- 1001-1501-2001- More No 


Haying Machines 200 400 600 800 1000 1500 2000 2500 2500 Ans. Total 


| | | | 
Number 153 | 45 \3 i \2 | 3 119 266 
Percentage | 19. 9 16.9 LolGalwete aad lal | 44,7)100 


H 
| | j 


| 
Conclusions from tables 70-77: 


1) That PTO twine tie balers are the most popular. 


2) Fewer farmers bought used balers than some other machines -- 


probably because used balers were not available. 
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3) FIL is an important source of finance for balers. 
4) Investment in balers is fairly high compared to reported livestock sales. 


5) Approximately 10% of those with haying equipment do not have a baler. 


OTHER EQUIPMENT: 

Table 78 shows the number of respondents with other machinery of 
selected values not included in previcus tables. This would include machines 
such as rod weeders, sprayers, one-ways, plows, front end loaders, 
rock pickers, etc. 

Table 78 
Other Equipment Value 


Less 500- 1000- 2001- 3001-5001- 7001- 10001- More No 
Value (dollars) 500 1000 2000 3000 5000 7000 10800 1500015000Ans. Total 


10 
3.8 


266 
100 


Number ie 
Percentage | 56.4! 


o9 32 
22.2 {12.0 


Table 79 shows the number of respondents with selected total investments 


in farm machinery. 


Table 79 
Total Investment in Farm Machinery 


(dollars) Less 5001-10001 15001 20001 25001 30001 35001 More No 
Value 5000 10000 150002 000 5000-.0000 35000 40000 40000 Ans.’ Total 
i | | | 
Number ry c Is lee alee » 13. ult) ane | Ome ee 
36.8/13.9| 9.8 | 6.0 E Be a Lo 100 


Percentage | 31.6 | 


Table 80 shows proportionate number of union members and those not 


members who have selected amounts of total investment in farm machinery. 


Table 80 
Comparative Total Investment in Farm Machinery - SFU members 
and other farmers 


RR ST 
Less 5001 10001 15001 20001 25001 30001 35001 More No 


Investment 5000 10000 15000 20000 25000 30000 35000 40000 40000 Ans. Total 
Member 45.2) 70.4 80.1 [61.5 |75.0 |66.7 100 /0 0 re 2 
Non-Member 153.6 |29.6 |18.9 se. 5 bs 0 a 310  |100 Gt Veehs 
No Answer 1.2/0 (0 '0 IQ. Cr Gases oe a 4 
Total (Too 1100 | 100 00 100 100 ‘100 |100 [100 {100 100 
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Conclusions from tables 78-80: 


1) Nearly 70% of farmers have investments in machinery of less than $10, 000. 


2) Less than 25% of farmers have investments in machinery of between 
$10, 000 and $20, 000. 

3) Less than 1% of farmers have investments in machinery of more than 
$30, 000. 

4) Farmers have not over-capitalized in farm machinery, but are keeping 
investment in land and machinery in balance. 

5) Union members have proportionately more invested in machinery than 
those not members. 

Cne series of questions in the questionnaire used in the survey was to find 
out the extent of co-operative use, or use in partnership, or renting of machinery. 
The following tables show the replies. 


Table 81 shows the number of respondents who use machinery in 


partnership. 
Table 81 
Use of Machinery in Partnership 
Use it Do not No answer Total 
| | 
Number 128 129 9 266 | 
Percentage 48.1 48.5 3.4 100 


Table 32 shows the number of respondents who use machinery co-operatively. 


Table 82 
Use Machinery Co-operatively 


Use it Don't No answer Total 


Use Machinery 
Co-operatively 
Percentage 


200 43 266 
Toe 16.2 100 


' 


4 


Although the surver shows 8.6% of farmers use machinery co-operatively, we 


believe as a result of our analysis,the machines are really used in partnership. 
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Table 83 shows the number of respondents who rent machinery. 


Table 83 
Machinery Rentals 
Rent 
Machinery Do Don't No Answer Total 
| | 
Number eats 250 20 266 
Percentage | Bi 90.2 | 75 100 


Pen elueione from tables 81-83: 

1) Approximately half of the farmers use machinery in partnership. 

2) very few farmers use machinery co-operatively. 

3) Very few farmers rent machinery. 

Although no attempt was made to tabulate the machines used in partnership 
we can say that in the majority of cases only one machine of a minor nature 
such as a front end loader, a field sprayer or rock picker would be involved. 
In some cases it would be a baler. In a few cases a combine was the machine. 

It appears as if farmers are not using partnership arrangements to keep 
overhead down, but rather individual use of used machinery. 

Included in the questionnaire was a question as to whether re spondents 
had ever used machinery in partnership, and if so, why the arrangement was 
discontinued. The results were not tabulated, but there were a number of 
reasons given, and the main ones are: 

1) Both wanted machines at the same time. 

2) When I wanted it, it needed repairs. 

3) Partner no longer farming. 

4) Was able to buy my own. 


Partnership arrangements will be satisfactory only if two conditions are 


met, namely, the desire and the need. The need can be demonstrated from 
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from the tables above. The desire can be created only through the understanding 
of the need. 

One major exception is three brothers who use their total machines in 
partnership. They operate a total of 19 quarter sections, have two large 
tractors, two combines, two swathers, two new 22-ft. cultivators and other 
equipment. They sell approximately 30 head of cattle a year and each has only 
$8,500 total investment in farm machinery. We cite this example as an indication 
of what can be done if people want to work together in order to keep overhead 
down. We observe that farmers elsewhere, not included in the survey, are 


uSing partnership arrangements, and it seems to be working out satisfactorily. 


CUSTOM WORK 

The following tables show the number of quarters operated, when first 
and last quarters acquired, by those doing custom work. 

Table 84 shows the number and proportion of persons doing custom work 


who operate selected numbers of quarters. 


Table 84 
Size of Farm and Custom Work 


No.of Quarters 1 2 3 4. 5 6 7 8 8+ Total 
Do custom work i | 9 a Sac Be Emel Oy eek a ae 6 \57 
Percent ed OO ae RS 96..9 \24.4/)21.9 J16.7 130.0 ase abhbciade ket 
Do not do custom 

work 14 42 38 34 25 20 7 10 16 206 
Percent 93.3 82.4) 73.1 (75.6) 78.1 83.3 70.0). .83 sider oeetee ro 


Table 85 shows the number and proportion of persons doing custom work 


who acquired their first quarter in selected years. 
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Table 85 


Year First Quarter Acquired and Custom Work 
Year First 


Quarter Before 20- 31- 41- 46- 51- 56- 61- 


Acquired 1920 30, 40 45 «50556064 —«G4+_‘Total 
as | ee Se ee ee 

Do custom work 1 3 amen g ice ey me 
Percent (14,3 |17.6 j18.9 [16.2 |15.7 |32.4 |32.6 |23.8]12.5 | 22.4 
Do not do 

custom work | 6 14. a0 181. hl4d0 See 120 mate ze), ous 
Percent 85.7 | 82.4] 81.11 83.81 84.3|67.6 167.4 |76.2187.5 | 77.9 

and . 


Table 86 shows the number/proportion of persons doing custom work 


who acquired their last quarter in selected years. 


Table 86 
Year Last Quarter Acquired and Custom Work 
Year Last 
Quarter Before 20- 31- 41- 46- 51i- 56- 61- 
Acquired 1920 30 40 45 50 55 60 64 64+ Total 


Do custom 


work 0 0 3 1 4 S 13 18 15 5% 

Percent 0 0 27.3 |8.3 |17.4 113.0 |28.3 |23.7 |24.6) 22.2 

Do not do 

custom work 2 %: 8 4 i 19 20 a3 58 46 200 
77.8 


Percent 100 | 100 Tak, W Oni, 82.6) 87)..0) 02. 7G.13 270.4 

Conclusions reached from tables 84-86: 

1) Size of farm doesn't appear significant in determining whether a farmer 
does custom work or not. 

2) Proportionately more of those acquiring their first quarter between 
1950 and 1960 do custom work. 

3) Thee doing custom work are mainly those who have acquired their 
last quarter in the last ten years. 

It appears generally that the younger farmer is the one doing custom work. 
The following tables describe those having custom work done. Table 87 shows 


the number and proportion of persons having custom work done who operate 


selected numbers of quarters. 
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Table 87 
Size of Farms Having Custom Work Done 
Number of 
Quarters 1 2 3 4 5 6 Y( 8 8+ Total 


Have work done 9 25 20 15 10 5 2 4 8 98 


Percent 60.0 49.0 | 40.8 |33.3 | 32.3 | 20.8 |20.0 |33.3 |38.1 | 38.0 
Don't have work | | | | a | 

done | 6 | 26 29 30 |;2i | 19 8 8 13 160 
Percent 40.0 51.0 59.2 |66.7/67.7 73.2 |80.0) 66,7/61.9 62.0 


Table 88 shows the number and proportion of persons having custom work 
done who acquired their first quarter in selected years. 


Table 88 
Year First Quarter Acquired and Has Custom Work Done 
Year First 
Quarter Before 20- 31- 41+ 46- 51- 56- 61- 
Acquired 1920 30 40 45 50 55 60 64 


64+ Total 


Have work done 4 7 16 12 20 13 16 7 1 96 
Percent Se 1 i4i.8 143°o 136,4739.2 38,0 1s5. Ss .0 ta. 0 isi ae 
Don't have 

work done 3 10 21 21 | 24 26 114 7 157 
Percent 42.9 158.8 |56.8 |63.6 |60.8 |64.9 |61. 967.7 |87.5 | 62.1 


Table 89 shows the number and proportion of people who have custom 


work done, who acquired their last quarter in selected years. 


Table 89 
Year Last 
Quarter Before 20- 31- 41- 46- S1l- S6- 61- 
Acquired 1920 30 40 45 50 55 60 64 64+ Total 


Have work | | : 
done | | 74 6 6 8 10 20 


0 } 
Percent 0 (66.7 /54.5 |60.0 [34.8 |45.5/ 44.4) 33.3/ 31.1) 38.1 


Does not have 
work done 2 1 5 4 Lo 12 25 50 42 


Percent 100 §=|33.3 45.5 140.0 165.2 |54.5|] 55.6] 66.7| 68.9 
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Conclusions reached from tables 87-89: 
1) Proportionately more of those having custom work done have three 


quarters or less. 


2) People in all age groups have custom work done. 


In its submission to you on March 30, 1967, the Saskatchewan Farmers 
Union said that in 1964, 65, 66, twenty-six, twenty-nine and thirty-seven 
respondents respectively had custom grain harvesting done. Analyses show that 
a total of thirty-nine respondents had custom combining done in one or more of 
those years. Of these, sixteen said they had a combine, and twenty-three said 
they did not, at the time the survey was conducted. We have made no attempt 
to determine what year their combine was bought. We assume that some of those 
who have combines, hired work done because of a variety of circumstances 
including delays in receiving repair parts. Some of the reported grain harvesting 
hired done was, no doubt, swathing. 

The tables above give a picture of farming in Saskatchewan. It is evident 
that some of the farms covered in the survey will not survive as units past 
their present occupant. We are not sugge sting they should. Many are far too 
small, with insufficient resources in both land and capital. 

These tables show no evidence of any attempt by machine companies to 
integrate agricultural production into their own. They point out, however, the 
tremendous scope of change necessary if Ford of Canada's prediction of the 
250 HP tractor being in general use in not too many years, becomes a reality. 

Appearing before the commission, a spokesman for IHC said, "the 
factors of farm demand, I would say, almost dictate the sizes we have available. Bes 


(page 3686). We must admit that, to a degree, we agree, in terms of width of cut 
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for certain conditions, or tractor axel width or height. But we do not accept it 
as an over-all principle. We do accept as a principle that which is implied but 
not said by spokesmen for New Holland (p.3219) that profit is the determining 
factor. This is management's decision. 

We do not know the length of time required to put on the market a product 
that began with an idea, such as the 250 HP tractor, Clearly such demand is 
not coming from those covered in the Saskatchewan survey, but from the needs 
of the manufacturer as seen by management. Having made a decision to build it, 
management must make further decisions on how it can be used and how it is to 
be sold to the public. Once this is done and a few farmers accept it and find it 
economical, the remainder must, or perish, under conditions as they exist in 
Canada today. 

A spokesman for International Harvester Company said (p.3645), "The 
primary objective of research and development is to keep pace and possibly lead 
in agricultural evolution." The pressure of evolution in agriculture has been 
constantly increasing; part at least has been caused by research done by 
farm machinery companies. The tables above indicate that if the pressure is 
not regulated, farmers as a group may not be able to evolve with it and be 


swamped in the process. 


Distribution of Farm Machinery 

Farm machinery acts in the three prairie provinces require that a 
manufacturer of farm machinery offering machines for sale must appoint a 
provincial distributor who undertakes to maintain repair parts for ten years. 
The impression is left in the transcript of hearings with the major companies, 


that machinery could be distributed and serviced without a provincial distributor. 
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While this may be true of major companies, the removal of this section 
of the act could leave the door open for fly-by-night operations. Farmers do 
not believe this to be any obstacle to reliable suppliers. 

One small manufacturer in Saskatchewan said that his provincial distributor 
was his market. He was not anxious to set up a sales organization. His capital 
was limited and was interested only in manufacturing a quality product. 

A high percentage of farm machinery used in Canada is manufactured 
outside of Canada and brought in. In our opinion, Canada can do very little, if 
anything, to influence manufacturing costs outside our borders. The commission 
must consider matters under Canadian control and in this respect distribution 
holds the spotlight. 

As we understand the distribution system, it works in this way. Machines 
are manufactured in Canada, or are brought in by the Canadian subsidiary of the 
parent firm; the branch office gets the machine from the subsidiary or company; 
the local dealer gets the machine from the branch office. The farmer gets it 
from the dealer. 

In many instances the actual machine moves from the foreign factory direct 
to the dealer with subsidiary and the branch doing only the paper work. 

Theoretically, the company sells to the dealer, who sells to the farmer. 
We question if this situation really exists, but are of the opinion that dealers 
are under more direct control by their companies than the companies care to 
admit. 

Farmers tell us of instances where the blockman and the dealer have come 


to see them together about selling machines. Dealing is done by the blockman, 


and the dealer is stuck with the deal. We know of at least one instance where an 
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agreement had been made between a farmer and his dealer for a baler. No 
trade-in was involved. It was a cash deal. Yet the company blockman refused 

to let the deal go through and the farmer bought a different baler. 

It is of interest that [IHC is now assisting company employees to become 
dealers. The arrangement is that the dealership is tncorporated with 25% d 
shares owned by the new dealer and 75% of shares owned by the company (p.3441 
and p.3506). The expressed hope is that the dealer will buy back the shares owned 
by IHC over time. 

It is too much to believe that this is an independent dealership. We suggest 
fhat the commission should determine if any of these dealers have as yet acquired 
control of 51% or more of the shares. 

We have observed that a number of former John Deere employees have 
become dealers in some of the larger dealerships. We have no information on the 
circumstances under which their business is established. Perhaps John Deere has 
a program similar to IHC. 

Farm A contracts must be completed when a new machine is sold in 
Saskatchewan, and the Peas of the sale are recorded. The contract is signed by 
the purchaser, his signature witnessed by the dealer and is "accepted" or signed 
by an official in the branch office of the company. The contract is then mailed 
back to the purchaser. We file with you two such contracts, one for the purchase 
of a tractor and drill, the second for a cultivator. The question really is: 

How independent is the dealer ? 


All of the companies who have appeared before you have given high priority 


to top quality dealerships, to the success of the company. They have expressed 


difficulty in recruiting men of the calibre required, who are prepared and able to 


provide the capital and skills necessary. 
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t ° . 
Schumpeter's theory of creative destruction, referred to earlier, seems 


to have overtaken the farm machinery dealer. His independence is proclaimed in 
public ritual, but in practice the increasing power of final decision is vested 
in the company. 

Submissions made to you by farm groups have laid before you evidence of 
poor service on repair parts, poor performance in respect to warranty, poor 


| quality in new machinery. Generally the dealer has been credited with doing his 


| best in all circumstances, This is understandable as the dealer is usually a 
| personal friend of his customer. It is the farmer's opinion the source of these 
: problems is the machine company itself-- with whom, theoretically, the farmer 
is not dealing. 

The time is fast approaching, if not already here, when a new approach 
must be taken in the principle of distribution and servicing of farm machinery. 
Distribution and sales can be the part for which the company is responsible, and 
servicing by someone else. This principle would allow the individual to concentrate 


his efforts and his energy where he has competence. The major full-line companies 


could establish their sales outlets for their products, including repairs, use their 
own competence and facilities. The short-line companies could work with their 
provincial distributors in establishing sales outlets. 

Servicing of machines could be done Similarly to the way cars are serviced, 
by those most competent to do so. Fresent day, so-called dealers' facilities are 
primarily designed as service and repairing centres, and should be the people 


to provide it. Service under warranty could be on a contractual basis between 


the sales centre and the service centre. 
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The principles expressed above have obvious advantages: 

1) Provision of inventory and stocks would be under the direct control of 
the company. 

2) Modern and most economical methods of communication and transportation 
could be employed. 

3) Inventory of used equipment could be moved from one area to another, 
in a similar pattern to that now used by CCIL. 

4) Locally generated service capital would remain in a community in the 
form of facilities, and not transferred to the companies in the form of inventory 
in the hands of the dealer. 

5) Companies would be required to compete for the sale of new equipment. 

6) Local servicemen would be required to compete for service offered. 
Their skills would continuously require up-grading. 

7) Development of co-operative service centres would be encouraged. 

8) Public financing programs could be developed, designed to establish 


adequate local service centres. 


CREDIT 

Tabulation of the survey conducted by the SFU and prepared in table form 
in this submission show the most common sources of financing of machinery 
are cash or FIL. Farm improvement loans are used mainly for the more 
expensive machines such as tractors and combines. 

As a matter of principle, the NFU regards credit as a means of transferring 
productive resources from one party to another. The terms of the transfer should 


reflect the productive value of the resource. Resources transferred should 
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~46§- 
return to the receiver the amount he paid, during the expected time the resource 
will be used, plus interest on his investment. If it doesn't, he has either paid 
too much or the condition of the industry is such that capital should not be 
attracted to it in the normal business sense. 

A study by John Dawson, prepared for the Economic Council of Canada, 
entitled "Changes in Agriculture to 1970" quotes a working paper prepared for 
the Royal Commission on Banking and Commerce: ''The tendency in Canada for 
farmers to provide such a large proportion of their own financing (92% in the 
1958 DBS survey) represented the influence of several factors... 

"Tf all farmers in Canada had to finance 92% of their investment, there 
would be little progress in expansion and improvement of farm enterprises 
except for those infrequent periods when farm incomes were relatively high. 

For example, the period 1946 to 1953 was one of rapid expansion of farm 
enterprises financed substantially from income, especially in the prairies, and 

the momentum of this expansion carried forward through most of the 1950's. 

Yet such ability to finance development by farm income was unlikely to recur 
under current agricultural conditions, barring war or other special circumstances, 
This meant there could be only limited development in agriculture unless more 
financing was to be done on credit... s 

If we look at maximum amounts available through FIL, we find that it has 
been increased several times to a limit of $15,000. Increases have been considered 
necessary as agriculture has not created within itself sufficient capital to finance 


its own expansion. During this time, productivity has increased substantially. 


Benefits of increased productivity have been passed on to others. 


3 


Pag 
pe 
ae 
fan 
a“ 


rae 


my 
- 


af 


ae * 
z 
5 mF 
+ 3 t ee 
Sa : m5 — 
a 


oon 
> 
os 


; 2 s 

2 2 ae 

. 

te. 

‘s 
no ” 
gon 

a4 

we 


-47- 

Public credit programs are designed to bring about a desired social 
objective. Farm improvement loans came into being to encourage the mechaniza- 
tion of agriculture. There are two schools of thought among farmers as to 
whether or not its present limit is sufficient. 

On the one hand, if food is to be produced on larger and larger farms, and 
there are those who accept this as desirable, then the maximum should be raised, 
perhaps the lid removed completely. On the other hand, if food is to be produced 
on the kinds of farms revealed in the SFU survey, the present maximum is 
adequate. 

The NFU believes that, unless steps are taken in ways other than FIL and 
other credit programs, the maximum should be raised, or the machine companies 
will simply become the source of credit for the sale of machines, with interest 


rates well above FIL rates. 


LAND VALUES 

Land values have shown a marked upward adjustment in price, particularly 
in the last few years. A report published in March, 1967, by the Economics and 
Statistical Branch, Saskatchewan Department of Agriculture, and prepared by 
J. A. Brown and H. Barber, gives the extent of and the reasons for the increase. 
They say, "A review of the major factors in the land market suggests that there 
will likely continue to be an upward pressure on land prices in the future." (p. 26). 
They raise the question, ‘whether increased yields and favorable markets can 


continue to absorb the squeeze between rising costs and relatively stable grain 


prices.'' (page 22). 


Land prices should reflect the productivity of the soil. A portion of the 


increased price must be attributed to increased productivity through the 


application of new technology. 
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Increasing costs of farm machinery have decreased marginal returns 
from machinery in relation to land. Consequently farmers tend to invest in 
land rather than machinery, and land prices have been forced upward. 

Investors have entered the land market as a hedge against inflation, 
and as a means of seeking capital gains. Most would have no intention of 
working this land, but their activity has added to the demand already present. 

In our opinion, the greatest single factor has been the activity of the 
Farm Credit Corporation. 

Immediately after the war, many present-day farmers became established 
with the assistance of the Veterans Land Act. One of the objectives of VLA 
was to do just this. The veteran was required to get an offer to sell in writing 
from its owner and the price at which he was willing to sell. An appraiser 
from VLA would appraise the land for its productive value and determine if 
the asking price represented its productive value. Under no circumstances 
would VLA pay more than its worth. The parcel of land was security for the loan, 
Its activity put no pressure on land prices but served rather as a regulatory body. 
It did accomplish the transfer of land from one generation to the other. 

Compare it with the activity of FCC. The corporation is able to loan up 
to $55, 000 under supervision: A farmer applies for a loan to buy land. His 
application is considered not on the land but on whether there is sufficient 
security for the loan. The parcel of land the loan is intended to buy is not 
security enough. Consequently those without assets, especially young people, 
are deprived of the use of this credit program. 

We consider the social objective of FCC to be the opposite of the VLA. 


VLA was designed to get people on the land and FCC designed to get people off. 
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It works in this way: 


1) FCC will loan more than the productive value of the land bought. 

2) The seller is encouraged to sell as he receives more than its productive 
value. 

3) FIL is available to purchase larger machinery to operate the acquired 
land. 

4) Other social programs are available to the seller-- National Housing, 
Unemployment Insurance, Workmen's Compensation, Minimum Wages, etc. 

5) Capital is transferred out of the public treasury with the sale and 
recovered from agriculture as repayment is made. 

Farmers who have used FCC loans to expand their acreage are able to 
spread the capitalization over the acreage they already have. Some of this 
was at lower prices prior to the introduction of new technology leading to 
increased productivity and does not place an undue burden on the farmer. 

The picture alters completely if a farm is totally capitalized at present 
land values. The fewer number of people acquiring their first quarter after 1960 
as shown in Table 3 is an indication of young people realizing this. 

Coupled with this is the continuous pressure from many sources of the 
need for farmers to expand, increased pressure for efficiency, increased 


pressure for the belief the way to resolve the cost price squeeze is to produce 


more, 


TESTING 


Farmers! organizations appearing before you have recommended that 


machinery should be tested by a public agency for performance and durability. 
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Machine companies have said they consider their tests to be adequate and 
public testing would sir ply be a duplication of what is already done. 

As we interpret the feeling of the commission based on transcripts of 
the hearings, you seem to be leaning toward the principle of establishing a 
standard test prepared by a neutral body. Companies test their machines 
using the standard test and publish the results. 

It is our view that a performance and durability test can only be meaningful 
if done by a neutral body and its findings made public. In order to make certain 
it remains neutral, it must be done by the public sector, financed by public 
monies and responsible to the public through a minister of the crown. 

The province of Saskatchewan conducted such tests for several years. The 
survey conducted by the Saskatchewan Farmers Union asked the question whether 
the respondent was aware of the work of Agricultural Machinery Administration 
and if they received the bulletins, and if bulletins were useful. 

The results are shown in the following tables. 

Table 90 shows the number and percentage who were aware of the work 


of AMA. 
Table 90 
Awareness of AMA 


Aware of work 


of AMA Yes. No No Ans. Total 
Number 147 99 20 266 
Percentage 55.3 Sy a” 7,9 100 


Table 91 shows the number and percentage of respondents that received 


AMA bulletins. 


Table 91 
Received AMA Bulletins 
Received 
AMA Bulletins Yes No No Ans. Total 
Number 87 98 81 266 
Bat 36.8 30.5 100 


Percentage 
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Table 92 shows the number and percentage of respondents who thought 


bulletins to be useful, 


Table 92 
Usefulness of AMA Bulletins 
Thought Bulletins 
Useful Yes No No Ans. Total 
Number 89 28 149 266 
Percentage 33.9 10.5 56.0 100 


Over 55 per cent of farmers were aware of the work of AMA, 32.7per cent 
received the bulletins and 33.5 per cent thought them to be useful. (tables 90-92). 
Evidence has been presented to you by farmers indicating inadequate 

testing. The only way a farmer has of knowing how a machine will perform is 

what he learns from his neighbors. Farmers have shown that the machines most 

difficult to get repair parts for are the newer ones and the older ones. When 

repair parts are hard to get for new machines, it indicates the manufacturer 

was not aware that a certain part was weak, either in material or in engineering. 
Many times after a new model has been introduced and sold to farmers, 

the companies call the machine in for modifications or send out a "kit" to 

correct a weak spot. To afarmer this means inadequate testing of the 

prototype and/or the initial factory run. The farmer has had to cope with 

the weakness, through loss of time, work not being done when it should, and 


so on. 


We recommend the establishment of a public agency by the government 


of Canada to: 


1) Test the performance and durability of farm machinery offered for 


sale in Canada. 


2) Publish and distribute the results of the tests. 
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3) Conduct the tests through regional branches in soil and crop 
conditions under which the machine will be used. 
4) To be administered by a Board appointed from Agricultural 
Engineering Departments of Universities, and farmers who have been 


recommended by farm organizations. 


STANDARDIZATION CF PARTS 

Farmers appearing before you have recommended that more parts 
need to be standardized within companies and between companies. They have 
given examples, to name a few: Hydraulic couplings, knife sections and 
guards, belts, bearings, chains, wheels, universal joints, where standardiza- 
tion seems both possible and practical. 

Companies appearing before you attempt to leave the impression they 
are doing what they can. We do not think they are. Ford would be one 
exception. They point out that nineteen major items have complete inter- 
changeability between all models of their tractors. They say, "The advantages 
from the standpoint of parts stocking is tremendous. '' (p. 3274) 

What Ford of Canada is talking about here are major items. What 
farmers have been talking about are the smaller items. 

In parts that the companies buy, such as bearings, farmers cannot see 
why the manufacturer's number cannot be used rather than a company part 
number. They cannot understand why hydraulic cylinder hose connecting 
threads cannot be the same. 


Ford has recognized the advantages. Farmers are suggesting this 


same principle should be extended to other items. 


RS ‘ 


Up baie 2 wd B 
“oe se 


a j 
On 


beethirtwolay A. rion 


g} baa” votsitea sind a » ere 


{ # ve 
we 


ee. ae I * : 
~ c Y a3) om) 


OPiS met HOvPAIa 


Tet ee oe ee ee 


*  SPERQ Shay tant DSbasmimows saved Loy oroted QAItBoyS etre 


Ww Yen .eeinegmos noswisd doe esidsanios nidtiw b Ssibtebnare.. 
\ 3 ’ i 


Ps 7 ie a . 7  - wn Me Tht Be hike Es nm 
ONG 2071988 eto, .ameiignon oifuanbwH 


beets Ley ries DSIOVE |: weit bs SiS oO) meter 


yin Seem, ed gs ee , « tie os : i TE ade Z - EAS AOS <4? 
“BSD sbnSis oyedw (bind of Leerevinn’ Jalosiw BIO an aed eae 
patios bos didigseq deed lee 
Yen! aoleasiqin? of} eveel oF secre KE YOY axotad ori {5eqQGe 2 
Sac ad by bow brow. 99S VOR? Anny ioe oh aw. aes youd terw yey 
\ ; : ; p> (vey 
% £ TEL A “ * Lae Teal. cae oe witace th 
“ESini sj9binvos> evsed prxodi Hy NSOsonit Tech di ey eset" 


SUIS) “hort Jo efoto is ys Se Rech wey 


a WE OV ee woe $9 a ian . ee ig ; 
Tee.) .8uebmergaad ef WOLAIOIE BP EGE, Uy Serie nbante 
ee < ‘ 
bend 7 ee BNE 6 SEP PRC ee pee ee dane we ldfent® 22 aten “i 
PBOW Beatin OSS G18 Sian tod: MHDBT BA] shane hs baot da 
~ wy z ‘ 5 ‘ . isi i! . r 
seNiGs! SGisSot2 ef3 4 VRIGRE Cel Par] ey ned sa 


S928 Jong exams} 


are hd ; ay fx goF _ ‘ rt *, yf a a : m, a Si ‘a ore. 
SUUISSd BS douse vod 2einagrion wit teas et 


Cale 
a 4 
a i ied BasSo3 redex fisey ed JONES “oder = roautog si 


te 


| ‘ya 9nno9 S80 weber fys Siineibyd y 
i | Bet 


Bid) gndiweggue ox asontat eogeine neve oa bos 
th i A : wes ry Pi 

“ ph Sey = 

eral terls6: ot Bebnotes od yh 
Te oh ae I Ys ad kee es Pepe he. 


a) ve as 


“5a 

Many of those who have appeared before you have said the quality of 
mechanicsin shops servicing farm machinery leaves much to be desired. 
Special tools and equipment are needed, especially in servicing modern 
tractors. Mechanical skills require continuous upgrading. In our opinion, 
more training facilities are needed. 

One of the courses offered by the Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Arts 
and Sciences in Saskatoon is such a course. This, we understand, is the only 
course of its kind in Canada. The student is able to complete the course in 
two winters. Courses begin in October and end in April. In between the 
courses, the Institute finds employment for the student in an acceptable shop. 

For several years, the enrollment limit was twenty-four and each 
course was completely enrolled. This past year, the enrollment limit was 
doubled and the space provided tripled. Unfortunately, the number of 
students applying was only forty-one. We suspect that young people are 
looking elsewhere for future employment as the potential income from 
employment in shops in rural communities, and living conditions in smaller 
centres, are less attractive than comparable employment opportunities in 
larger centres. 

This situation exists, in our opinion, because of the lower levels of 
‘income in rural areas, and the inability of employers to pay a higher wage 
level. 


NOISE LEVEL OF MODERN TRACTORS 


Concern expressed by some witnesses before the Commission on the 


noise level of modern tractors complements public health authorities! concern 
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in some provinces. Reports show a growing number of tractor operators 
with impaired hearing. 

We do not consider ourselves competent to discuss the subject in any 
detail. We are aware of many farmers wearing either ear muffs or ear plugs 
as precautions. 

Tests show that, even though the accepted safety level is 90 decibles, 
the mean noise level of 21 tractors is substantially more than 100 decibles. 
(Are Tractors Noisy?' by J. K. Jensen, Fig. 4) 

We present to you three papers dealing with noise level: 

1) "Are Tractors Noisy?" by J. K. Jensen. 

2) "Environmental Control of Cabs for Operator Comfort" by 
C. M. Henry andG. C. Zoerb. 

3) "Control of Farm Tractor Intake and Exhaust Noise" by 
D. W. Rowley. These papers draw upon others that you may wish to obtain. 

Jensen says that the public identifies power with noise, and concludes 
by saying that, "If tractor noise levels are understandably high from a 
physiological standpoint, an educational program is needed." 

We would recommend that tractor manufacturers should be required to 
publish, in the operator's manual, what the noise level of the tractor is, and 
what the safety level for noise is. If the noise level is above the safety level, 


the manufacturer should recommend what precautions the operator should take. 


CANADIAN CO-OPERATIVE IMPLEMENTS LIMITED 
Canadian Co-operative Implements Limited manufactures and 
distributes machinery in western Canada. In addition, it imports some 


major machines from suppliers in Europe. Its sales outlets are under 


a os oh mu } hes ne a ee. ; alt oe us a ie ; Daca 
hae i in \ re ee 7 es c 


soldtoab ae 2) level Gisten betqso 28 oly Hthaodd sews aade: wowle , 


.20ldiosh at meets orate yithniamtetues ef e toast iS te 


¥ 


, Pare g He +. ‘LY aa ea 
> ine } Kod th . , r, w - 
eet neane 4 1 gd 


iievel eeiag 4 ne gnligeb a ro¢aq asad 


Po, tne | , (ee 
: ‘\ - 9 tse - 
PAHO HF Ya ' 8 vee 


vel 'reotnerat a: ae 6. ieto0t) me 


Por) 7 | emery me os ~ 
" bane - AOL Sab? tO fovwrtiel) fae 
in a : 
Hq ot “\| at = ee 
. ; ’ . er s bei) :-i0 = \ 
Steet lt PR see Ss m ; 
f 3 esti rG1SO% 0 6) bak vane «, 
I 4 ix F , 


‘ed MSO UE fee pete heen et ee | eee 
V4 OW) Taede T hag e|aeint tOloeIT meee to Loaety" $e 
a sad ma ; Fe i ae > , 


ye an } 
» fijast Wie OF flee VGt ba Gd tes Neo te \ fi ary a Wor. po eset) Bure eel? 


eign bs, alee hahaa) Yi / 
abe Elka ee en fe a 
De S Bik Fula ane yey PF eyy We See oe Ce eee ‘ 
has ibd ‘ a2 708 OF} UVES ROPES Be) ot Racy et te 15 OVS neo 
eee : f Sai 
} eo A ar 
NS) wal ‘ . iy 2 Pad Jey shen ‘ 3 
Sf troryy igid vidish tis SO 13 Vis aievel sagan «45 32" 


oh SRE BOSIMeE YE’ oe 
' a 
bore SD Ori Bi fut BY Laon pits + et ope 


§ - = er 4, Poe al al 
VS HS .Oghrmsi 


OF b Ori Li sors Ta j ae ee AV ese ! (au 
Ld . SI : ve ¢ Aye f PEST aM ois nes ope Pee By ee yi BO aces ; 
4D bir a Na he aia fINa? ted? bnemcnonas fo ftuevar 


bas ey = "i ha ould par a Bey ih ) ; ; eid | 
44 “2OT3R Et): edt to fovst 92} On fs tediw™ Lew paper: ato rexeqe: self pf. 


a a icc ai piods B} Loy at eeion ony M Jal a Bian col eval wy %s i 


~9aS) binota rorstaqo « ort: } anol use at tar! ve vb sary resis 96% 


ona ae : Hie: 
Pai Pas | ee 
il i) is 


-55- 
sales and service managers, but the overall operation of the entire 
co-operative is under one management. It currently enjoys between 5 and 
6 per cent of the prairie market (p.3737) 

Tables appearing above demonstrate the following: 

a) Machines imported from Europe and distributed by CCTIL are 
not generally accepted by farmers. 

b) Machines manufactured and distributed by CCIL are accepted by 
farmers. 

c) About one-half of farmers are members of CCIL. 

We believe there are reasons for these trends. CCIL moves used 
machines from the south to the north where there is a larger market for 
used machines. Some farmers say they have never bought a new machine. 
We must assume some farmers are members of CCIL in order to buy used 
machines. 

CCIL has found it difficult to maintain a continuity of supply of the 
machines it buys. Canadian and European supplies have come under the 
control of U.S. capital, and very shortly supplies were cut off. This 
is not surpriSing. 

A study into the early developments of other co-operatives would show 
a similar pattern. What is now Federated Co-operatives Limited found 
years ago that in order to maintain supply it was necessary to develop its 
own mines for coal, its own mill for lumber, its own refinery for petroleum 
products, its own plants for chemicals and fertilizer. Ultimately, CCIL 


will have to do the same for more machines. 
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We do not underestimate the magnitude of undertaking to manufacture 
a tractor or combine. Large amounts of capital, know*how among technical 
people, all take time to accumulate. The potential market must be available. 
Sooner or later, farmers must attempt this, or accept the fact that CCIL's 
contribution will continue to be in smaller implements, 

We fully expect the sales of machines manufactured by CCIL to grow. 
Diskers, swathers, cultivators, harrows, etc,, have already made a strong 
impression onthe market, Now that its depot system is practically complete 
and emphasis continues to be placed on service, more and more farmers 
will be attracted to it. 

We feel confident that the principle of centralized control and 
direction will force others to follow suit. Schumpeter's theory of 
"creative destruction’ applies here. If others don't follow, their foundations 
of distribution in western Canada will begin to erode away. 

A canadian press report of a brief presented to you by Massey 
Ferguson Industries Ltd. says that the company defends the free enterprise 
system and adds the Canadian economy is based on the profit motive. 

The news story ends with a plea to farmers to assist the industry in pre ssing 
for "equitable freight rates" in Canada. 

We have not seen Massey Ferguson's brief, nor a transcript of their 
discussions with you. However, it seems to us that the officers of 
Massey Ferguson are being very inconsistent, in that they defend the profit 
motive for themselves and at the same time imply that it is bad when the 
carriers of freight follow the same motive. They seem to feel what is 


sauce for the goose should not be sauce for the gander. 
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According to a news story appearing in the Saskatoon Star Phoenix, 
Saskatoon city council called tenders for tire prices for the next two 
years. A tender from Dunlop Tire Sales Company offering up to 53 per cent 
discount on list price was accepted by council. Delivery of the tires is to be 
taken as required. 


Discounts on list price are as follows: 


Truck and heavy equipment 53% 
Car 46% 
Retreads for both types 45% 


According to the news story, costs to the city of Saskatoon average 
about $9,000 per year, for tires. 

Farmers are large purchasers of all kinds of tires listed in the tender. 
If this kind of price reduction can be offered to one buyer, it is obvious 


the general public is paying more than it should for tires. 


CONCLUSIONS: 

Agriculture in Canada has undergone and is undergoing rapid 
change. With the advent of mechanization, the "creative destruction’ 
process spelled doom to the agriculture based on man and animals 
as the source of power. The new replaced the old. 

Early mechanization, however, simply introduced new ways to do 
the same things better, more timely and easier. It released a large 
number of the farm labor force, but left untouched the social structure, 
Changes now taking place threaten the foundations upon which our food 


Supply is built. 
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The survey conducted by the union and translated in table form 
for your benefit gives a picture of prairie agriculture. A comparable 
survey in other parts of Canada would give a more complete: picture. It 
is imperative that Canada give very careful consideration to the changes 
that new technology is forcing upon agriculture, and if it is desirable, 
to regulate it. 

Technology in farm machinery is only one part that needs to be 
examined. The terms of reference given you are broad enough so you are 
in a position to make recommendations on the "total cost'' of farm 
machinery, including the social cost. 

Evidence contained above suggests the farm machinery dealer to be 
no longer independent, but that machine companies really control his 
actions. The time has come when it should be recognized. There is need, 
however, for private individuals who are interested in other private individwls 
in a community. We consider this to be the case in the servicing of farm 
machinery. We have, therefore, concluded that sales of machines and 
parts should be separated from mechanical service. 

During the 1960's, agriculture has not generated within itself 
sufficient capital to f inance its own expansion. It has been necessary to 
increase maximum available through public finance programs, if agriculture 
was to expand. If it is desirable that farmers use larger machines, FIL 
maximums will have to be raised again or company finance will be used. 

Land prices have increased very rapidly, particularly in the 60's. 
We consider this to have been caused by the following: 


1) Increase in productivity through new technology. 
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2) Decreasing returns from machinery investment in relation to return 
on land. 

3) Inflation and potential capital gain. 

4) Activities of FCC. 

5) Continued pressure for efficiency through expansion. 

By an Act of the Legislature, the province of Saskatchewan tested farm 
machinery offered for sale in Saskatchewan. Reports published by the 
administration informed the farmer how the machine performed and how durable 
it was, Testing was discontt(nued in 1964. 

Saskatchewan farmers were pleased with the service provided. Canadian 
farmers would like to see a similar service provided on all machines offered 
for sale in Canada. 

Farm machinery companies have agreed that certain parts of tractors 
should be standardized. PTO shafts, PTO speeds, hydraulic cylinders, to 
name afew. Ford has recognized the advantages and now has many components 
interchangeab le in all models of its tractors. Farmers are of the opinion that 
there has only been a beginning in standardization. 

Quality of mechanical skills is low in many rural shops. It is our opinion 
that the more skilled workers are attracted by better wage levels and living 
conditions in larger centres. If rural areas are to attract better mechanics, 
then it must be both willing and able to pay higher salaries. 

Tractors are noisy creatures, with noise levels well above the safety level, 
resulting in hearing loss of many operators. Left to their own devices, we doubt 


if the manufacturers will remove the danger to the operator. 
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The distribution pattern developed by CCIL appears to be the general 
distribution pattern of the future. We fully expect to see other distributors 
follow their lead shortly. CCIL is having difficulty in maintaining continuity 
of supply of major machines. Smaller machines of its own design and 
manufacture are accepted by farmers and we expect additional machines would 
also be accepted. 

Custom work has not yet become a very Significant factor. We doubt 
if it will, to any degree, due primarily to the relatively short period of time 
when most farm work must be done. We live in a northern climate, and 
have not yet found ways and means of controlling the weather. 

Finally, evidence points to a considerable saving in overhead by the use 
of machines in partnership. The one big problem to be overcome is the human 


problem. In an industry dominated by individualism, it may be difficult. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 
1) That the commission consider very carefully the effect of its 
recommendations on the future structure of agriculture in Canada. 
2) That sales of machinery and parts be separated from the mechanical 
servicing of machines in the following manner: 
a) Sale of machines and their repair parts be the 
responsibility of the distributors. 
b) Mechanical service be the responsibility of 
private individuals. 
3) That FIL maximum be raised if technology is to remain unregulated 


in Canada. 
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-6§ 1- 
4) That the government of Canada establish a public agency to: 
a) Test and report upon the performance and 
durability of farm machinery sold in Canada. 
b) Conduct the tests through regional branches. 
5) That to as great a degree as possible and practical, machinery parts 
to be standardized within companies and between companies. 
6) Tractor manufacturers be required to: 
a) Print in the operator's manual the noise level of 
the tractor. 
b) Print in the operator's manual the noise safety 
tevel. 
c) If the noise level is above the safety level, recommend 
what precautions the operator should take. 
7) That encouragement be given to partnership arrangements in the use 


of farm machinery. 


All of which is respectfully submitted by 


THE NATIONAL FARMERS UNION. 
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